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Tue many friends of Edwin W. Bryant, the well known life 
insurance actuary, will be pleased to learn that he has recovered 
his health, and again entered the life insurance field. He has 
accepted the position of agent of the New York Life Insurance 
Company at St. Louis. An enterprising company and a man 
of ripe experience in the business are thus brought into active 
cooperation. 





Tue mutual assessment life associations in Pennsylvania, 
taking advantage of every pretext to defer or refuse payment of 
lawful claims, now announce that no claims can be considered 
until after a decision has been rendered on the guo warranto 
proceedings instituted by the Attorney General and Insurance 
Commissioner. A number of Kentuckians in Pennsylvania, 
for the special purpose of collecting claims which had matured 
against the State Capital Mutual Assessment Company, threaten 
to enter suit on the refusal of the association to pay. 


THE marriage dower insurance companies of Indiana have im- 
posed upon the credulity of the people of that State to nearly 
the full extent to which they will be permitted to go. The 
swindle is gradually becoming apparent to even the most ob- 
scure minds, and a great falling off in the business of the com- 
panies is the result. Last week, one of these incorporated con- 
cerns failed, and its policyholders were swindled out of $13,000, 
while some one connected with the management is richer by 
that amount. We have very little sympathy, however, for the 
victims, for, in these days of enlightenment, they ought to know 
better than to engage in such palpable gambling operations. 





WE print in our news columns this week an interesting ac- 
count of the case of C. Godfrey Gunther vs. the Liverpool and 
London and Globe Insurance Company. Mr.Gunther owned the 
Locust Grove Hotel, which was burned in 1879 in consequence 
of an explosion of gasoline on the premises, the keeping of 
which was in violation of the policy. The jury, in accordance 
with the charge of the Judge, gave a verdict in favor of the 
plaintiff. It was evident throughout the trial that the Judge 
did not have a clear comprehension of the insurance contract, 





aad charged the jury seemingly against the preponderance of 
evidence. It is but justice to the judiciary of this section to 
state that the Judge referred to was an importation from Ver- 
mont. 





Joun Haviarp, formerly President of the now defunct State 
Insurance Company, of New Jersey, and also of the Mechanics’ 
and Laborers’ Bank of Jersey City, was last week sentenced to 
imprisonment for eighteen months for conspiracy to defraud the 
creditors of the bank. The bank failed in 1578, with a defic- 
iency of nearly $100,000, the property of a large number of 
small depositors, many of whom were thrown into great distress 
in consequence. The officers and directors were indicted for 
mismanagement and for conspiracy to defraud, and, notwith- 
standing the influence brought to bear to secure their acquittal, 
a jury found them guilty and they were sentenced on Friday last. 
Their names are John Halliard, President; James W. Donelan, 
Cashier, and Thomas C. O’Callahan, Patrick Sheeran, ex-Alder- 
man Jeremiah Sweeny and Adam J. Dittmar. In pronouncing 
sentence, the Judge was especially severe with Mr. Halliard, 
upon whom, he said, rested the chief responsibility for the fail- 
ure of the bank. Donelan and O'Callahan were each fined 
$500 and costs, and in the cases of the others, sentence was sus- 
pended on payment of costs. This case furnishes another illus- 
tration of the fact that directors of corporations have a respon- 
sibility to the public that they must be true to or suffer the 
penalties the law provides. A few more such lessons and 
directors will begin to learn that their positions are not merely 
honorary, but that they owe duties to the public they cannot 
with safety ignore. 


Ir is a noticeable fact that in times of financial stringency, 
the number of life insurance policies surrendered largely exceeds 
the number surrendered at other seasons. Business men become 
embarrassed, and, being forced to realize upon every security 
they have, feel impelled to sacrifice their policies of insurance. 
It may be called a sacrifice, for notwithstanding the fact that 
they realize an equitable sum at the time of surrender, they can- 
not, when the times get better, re-instate their life insurance 
without largely increased expenditure. Logically, therefore, if 
hard times cause a sacrifice of life insurance, prosperous times 
should impel every one to take out policies on their lives. Pros- 
perity now characterizes nearly every class of business. Manu- 
facturing and commercial industries are being prosecuted with 
almost unexampled vigor ; capital finds ready investment in re- 
munerative enterprises, and intelligent labor is well employed. 
Under these conditions, when all willing men are employed at 
good compensation, they can make no better use of a portion of 
their earnings than to secure life insurance to indemnify those 
who are dear to them against that time, so much worse than 
financial distress, when death shall take from them their bread 
winner and their protector. In the days of prosperity, prepare 
for adversity. There is no legacy a man can leave his family 
that is, in all respects, so beneficial to them as a life insurance 
policy. An -equal sum in ready money is not so valuable, for 
that might be attached by the creditors of the deceased, while 
a policy of life insurance in favor of the wife or children of the 
insured is their individual property, and no creditor can reach 
it. When a man is well employed, the sum required to pay the 
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premium on a life insurance policy is scarcely felt by him, but 
the sum realized by his family, when he is dead, from the insur- 
ance, comes to them like a god send, and frequently saves them 
from want and suffering. Now is the time to insure, when pros- 
perity smiles on you, and the sum required to secure a policy 
will scarcely be felt. Do not put it off till sickness overtakes 
you, and your constitution becomes so impaired that no com- 
pany will accept you. No prudent man will neglect to make 
provision for the emergency of his death, and there is no pro- 
vision he can make that is so effectual and is secured at so little 
cost as a life insurance policy. 





Wir the close of the present month, fire underwriters enter 
upon the laborious task of preparing their annual statements for 
filing with the Insurance Departments of the several States. As 
soon as these statements are ready, we shall, as has been our 
practice for many years, issue THe Specrator Chart, exhibit- 
ing the year’s business and the financial condition of all the 
companies doing business in this State. Immediately thereafter 
we shall issue our Pocket Index, showing the condition of 
nearly 300 companies, American and foreign, doing business in 
this country. Several important improvements will be found 
in the Indexes for this year, chief of which is the comparative 
figures for five years instead of three years, as heretofore given. 
A number of companies, not included in previous Indexes, will 
be given this year, their growing importance as general insurers 
entitling them to a place among the standard companies. It is 
our determination to make the Index this year an improvement 
on any of the kind heretofore issued, and we trust managers of 
companies will co-operate with us to the extent of filling out 
promptly the blanks that will be sent to them. It is the work 
of but a few moments on their part and their promptness in for- 
warding them to us greatly facilitates our work, and enables us 
to present the annual statements in compact and convenient 
form without unnecessary delay. Asa great many thousand 
copies of these Indexes are printed, companies will find them 
the best kind of an advertising medium, and their statements 
contained therein an easy means of presenting their claimsgto 
the public. 


One year ago Tue SpecTaTor changed its form from a 
monthly to a weekly journal. Although greatly attached to the 
old monthly, which had been familiar to underwriters for so 
many years, and were reluctant to abandon it, yet we saw the 
necessity for a more frequent publication of insurance news 
than could be obtained by means of a monthly journal, and so 
the weekly SprctTaTor took its place. The additional labor 
and expense involved in this change were very great, compli- 
cating the mechanical part of the work as well as increasing the 
editorial labors; yet THz SpecTator has never failed of being 
promptly issued on the day of publication and mailed.to its 
thousands of country readers simultaneously with its delivery to 
city subscribers. We have had no occasion as yet to regret the 
change made a year ago. Our enterprise has been appreciated 
by the underwriters, as we were confident it would be, and our 
circulation has been largely increased in consequence. The 
weekly is no longer an experiment, but a fixed fact, and will 
probably be maintained as long as insurance continues to be a 








necessity. During the past year we have not only presented the 
current insurance news promptly week by week, but in our 
columns have appeared many valuable technical articles on both 
life and fire insurance that are worthy of preservation in more 
permanent form. Our corps of correspondents, at home and 
abroad, have contributed much useful information from the ip. 
surance centres where they are located, while our special 
‘** Surveyors” in their department of surveys, kept pace with 
the gossip and practices of the insurance fraternity in New 
York. While we do not pretend to have reached perfection in 
the publication of an insurance journal, we think we may fairly 
claim to have honestly fulfilled our mission in our portion of the 
field, and to have rendered valuable assistance to underwriters 
in the prosecution of their business. 





Wuewn the United Underwriters in America, at their late 
convention, adopted the plan for reforming the business, upon 
which high hopes are founded by so many, there were 69 votes 
in favor of the scheme, and but two against it. Mr. Miller, 
Secretary of the Advisory Committee, has been in communica- 
tion with companies whose representatives were not present to 
vote on the plan, to ascertain whether or not they would support 
it. About one hundred companies in all have thus far given in 
their allegiance to the proposed plan, and none that have been 
heard from have refused assent to it. A few have made their 
acceptance of it conditional upon its being generally assented to 
by other companies, as they do not like the idea of tying them- 
selves up to any line of action while others are left free to con- 
tinue the bad practices that now prevail. The general feeling 
is that the plan proposed is a bow of promise in the insurance 
skies, and that if it isunanimously accepted by the companies, 
it will accomplish muck good. We do not agree with those, 
however, who have given a conditional promise, that it is 
necessary for all the companies to give in their allegiance to it, 
and we are confident if a unanimous approval is waited for, the 
experiment will never be tried, and all the effective and earnest 
work thus far done will have been wasted. We have long con- 
tended that if the majority would come together and agree upon 
reform measures they could enforce them, notwithstanding the 
opposition of the minority. In fact, we believe it entirely pos 
sible for twenty-five of our best companies to enforce any rules 
and regulations they choose to agree to that are in the interests 
of the underwriting fraternity and not positively obnoxious to 
the public. Take the question of commissions, for instance ; if 
twenty-five of the best companies, whose policies are in demand 
and cannot be dispensed with by large insurers, will agree 
among themselves that they will not pay more than 15 per cent 
to agents and 5 per cent to brokers, they would suffer no mate- 
rial loss of business, and, eventually, all the companies would 
follow their example. There would, of course, be opposition 
for atime, and some bushwacking of business, but we have no 
doubt but the saving effected in expenditures for commissions 
would more than compensate for any loss of business that 
might occur. Neither agents nor brokers could do business 
without the policies of these leading companies, for insurers 
demand them and will have them, and any reasonable regula- 
tions they see fit to adopt for the protection of their business 
would be cheerfully acquiesced in by the community. It is not, 
therefore, necessary that unanimous approval of the new plan 
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be secured before putting it in operation—in this country the 
majority is always triumphant, and a majority of insurance com- 
panies can do whatever is reasonable and right with the under- 
writing business. The indications now are that 80 per’cent or 
more of the companies doing a general business will accept the 
plan adopted by the late convention, and it will be the height of 
folly for any one to hold back simply because some other one 
does. The scheme is so simple and so fair that no reasonable 
person can object to it except upon the ground that he has no 
confidence_in the good faith of his fellow underwriters. It is 
true that in the past there has been much that was not credit- 
able to the intelligence or the integrity of underwriters, but 
what pot is there among them that is entitled to call his neigh- 
boring kettle black ? If the new plan proposes anything, it is 
that all shall consign to oblivion the bad practices of the past 
and start upon a new career, with renewed confidence in each 
other, and with unreserved trustfulness in the integrity of each. 
Unless this be the basis of the future, it is worse than useless to 
attempt the work of reformation, for a failure now shuts out all 
prospect of improvement in the business for many years to 
come; on the contrary, if the United Underwriters fail of suc- 
cess, the door will be left open for all evil practices that the in- 
ventive brains of unscrupulous and uninterested persons can 
invent, and demoralization will reign more absolutely and com- 
pletely than before, if this be possible. 





AGENTS, BROKERS AND THE QUESTION OF 
COMMISSIONS. 


HEN the United Fire Underwriters in America, at their 

recent meeting in this city, agreed to pay no more than 

fifteen per cent commission to agents for obtaining business for 
them, it was found necessary to exempt from the operation of 
this rule certain of the larger cities where the system of broker- 
age has fixed itself upon the business of underwriting, and, in- 
deed, has become a potential factor in its successful prosecution. 
In New York city, a very large proportion of the business is con- 
trolled by the brokers, who are the agents of the insured, al- 
though deriving their compensation from the commissions paid 
by the companies. They are the middlemen, who stand between 
the companies and the insured, and are, to a greater or less ex- 
tent, useful to both. They are the outgrowth of extended com- 
mercial enterprises, rendering a large amount ‘of insurance 
necessary for their prosecution. Our merchants, manufacturers 
and commercial men, who require large lines of indemnity, have 
neither the time nor the inclination to look after their insurance, 
and should they undertake to do so, could not place it so advan. 
tageously as can the men who make a business of such transac- 
tions, and have become expert in their calling, as havethe brok- 
ers. Respectable brokers look after the interests of their clients 
as sharply y do their own, and, by reason of their perfect 
familiarity with the.companies and their methods, can effect a 
considerable saving to the insured annually in the matter of 
securing policies. At the same time, the companies are so 
anxious to secure business that they are willing to pay liberal 
commissions to the brokers for it. Unquestionably it would be 
better for the companies if they could deal directly with their 
policyholders, and so save the cost of supporting the middlemen, 





but it is seldom that producers ever come face to face with con- 
sumers. Commission men are found in all branches of industry. 
The farmer seldom comes in contact with the consumer of his 
products, but finds it to his advantage to deal with commission 
merchants who make a specialty of studying the market; man- 
ufacturers, generally, only reach the public through the agency 
of the jobbers. Insurance brokers are the commission men in 
the field of underwriting. They ascertain the wants of the 
thousands of insurers and cater to them. Some of the respon- 
sible firms of brokers in this city handle a volume of premiums 
annually that would make some of the small companies blue 
with envy. They are bright, active, pushing men, and, in their 
eager competition for business, unquestionably largely increase 
the volume of insurance that is taken by the public; they secure 
many a premium that would not voluntarily flow into any insur- 
ance office. Many of them have a large capital invested in 
their business, requiring extensive offices and a numerous 
force of clerks. In fact, the system of brokerage 
has taken such deep root in the business of underwriting that 
it probably can never be eliminated from it, and we very much 
question whether a majority of company managers would vote 
to have it done away with, even were such a thing possible. 

Among the advantages which the companies derive from the 
brokerage system is a larger volume of business than would 
voluntarily come to them; they are saved all the trouble of 
drumming up business, and the annoyance of looking after re- 
newals of policies; the brokers also make collections of pre- 
miums from a large clientage and pay to the companies in bulk, 
thus saving them the annoyance of making numerous collec- 
tions. But these advantages are offset partially, if not entirely, 
by certain abuses introduced by the brokers, which abuses are 
the outgrowth of excessive competition between them. One of 
the most serious evils for which they are largely responsible, is 
the dividing of their commissions with the insured. This re- 
bate is, substantially, rate cutting, inasmuch as the insured ob- 
tains his policies for a less sum than the faces of them specify. 
It is not an unfrequent occurrence for one broker seeking to 
obtain the business of another to offer the insured lower rates 
than he is paying, and policies in equally good companies. 
As merchants are human, and desire to save all they can, they 
naturally give their insurance business into the hands of those 
brokers who will place it satisfactorily for the leastsum. Then, 
the companies are “ coerced” until they write the policies at a 
rate named by the broker. As some companies are almost 
entirely dependent upon the brokers for business, they are forced 
to make such concessions as are demanded by them. In this 
way the brokers are responsible for much of the demoralization 
that exists in the business. Of course, if the company man- 
agers were possessed of tlie necessary backbone they would not 
be “coerced” into committing hari kari, but, unfortunately, 
there are too many of them so lacking in mora! courage that 
they would rather take the chances of wrecking their companies 
than see a premium, however small or inadequate, leave their 
offices. The brokerage system has become, therefore, a sort of 
necessary evil, possessing some good features, and is so import- 
ant a factor in the underwriting problem that it cannot be over- 
looked. 

When the United Underwriters undertook to fix, fifteen per 
cent as the maximum commission to be paid for business they 
ran against this obstacle. Brokers will be satisfied with fifteen 
per cent commission, and so will the agents, but when it hap- 
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pens that an agent has to buy business from a broker, how are 
both to be satisfied with a commission that is only sufficient for 
one ? Companies doing an agency business establish branch 
offices in all prominent places, and the agents are expected to 
compete with the resident companies, which includes the neces- 
sity of buying business from the brokers. How can they do 
this if the company is permitted to pay but fifteen per cent for 
it? This is a vexed question, and the United Underwriters 
wisely relegated its solution to the different district 
associations that are to be organized in accordance with 
the scheme adopted at the late convention. The 
question will thus be dealt with locally, and_ in 
accordance with the requirements of each locality. The solution 
of the difficulty most generally suggested is that agents serving 
where the brokerage system exists, should be paid by salaries, 
and regarded as officers of the companies they represent, thus 
leaving them free to pay fifteen per cent commission to the 
brokers. Something of the kind must be agreed to, for the 
brokers cannot be ignored, and we know from conversation with 
a number of them that they will not be satisfied with less than 
fifteen per cent commission. And why should not an agent be 
regarded as a company officer and paida salary? He performs, 
for the locality to which he is assigned, substantially the same 
duties that are performed by the president or secretary at the 
home office. He is held to the same degree of accountability for 
transactions in his baliwick that the home officers are in theirs, 
and, if he is regarded as sufficiently competent and responsible 
to manage a specified district, he is entitled to such honor as may 
be involved in his recognition as a salaried officer. But one 
thing is clearly apparent, and that is that, agents and brokers 
cannot both be satisfied with a commission of fifteen per cent. 
At present brokers receive from some companies from twenty- 
five to forty per cent, and although they give a portion of this to 
their clients, still their commissions will average twenty-five per 
cent for themselves. One of the most prominent brokers in the 
city recently said to us that, for present purposes, he preferred 
to have matters remain just as they are, for it is a remarkable 
fact that when rates are lowest commissions are highest. The 
brokerage business has been more profitable the past year than 
ever before. But, the gentlemen remarked, all intelligent brokers, 
who regard their business as permanent, recognize the fact that 
present practices must be fatal to the companies if long con- 
tinued, therefore we are willing to forego a portion of our profits 
in the interests of the companies and for the permanency of our 
business. We are willing, he said, to accept fifteen per cent as 
the maximum of commissions without rebate to the assured, but 
in doing so we expect the companies to act in good faith to- 
ward us, and not cut rates in the interests of their favorites, or 
extend them any special favors, so they can steal away our busi- 
ness. If we see business going off our books, we at once know 
there is rottenness somewhere, and it won’t be long before we put 
our fingers on the spot, and then retaliation isin order. So long as 


the companies observe good faith toward one another, they can, 


count on the support of the brokers, but when they ignore their 
obligations they can depend upon it that the shrewd brokers 
will avail themselves of every advantage offered. It is their 
business to buy insurance for their patrons, and they will buy it 
at the lowest market price consistent with safety. 

There is one practice in vogue among the companies that the 
better class of brokers would gladly see done away with, and 
that is issuing policies on credit. A policy of insurance should 





be a cash commodity ; it goes into effect as soonas the applica- 
tion for it is accepted ; should a loss occur immediately upon its 
being signed, it requirescash in settlement. It should, therefore, 
be worth cash when it is delivered. Yet the companies in their 
dealings with brokers, deliver to them the policies of their clients, 
and are content to wait the convenience of the broker for pay- 
ment of the premium. Should the broker’s client refuse to pay 
him, he refuses to pay the company, so that it frequently hap- 
pens that a company is on a risk for weeks without receiving 
any compensation. Unscrupulous brokers take advantage of 
this complaisency of the companies, and contrive to keep in debt 
to them sixty or ninety days on each policy, using the premiums 
one month to pay the companies their indebtedness of the previous 
month. Responsible brokers are able and willing to pay for 
policies immediately on their receipt, and assume the risk of 
being re-imbursed by their clients. If companies would demand 
cash on delivery of their policies they would stimulate the 
brokers to quick collections, and, at the same time, drive out of 
the business a horde of unprincipled scalawags whose sole ex. 
cuse for being in it lies in the fact that the companies sell them 
policies on-credit. This is an evil practice that can be brought to 
an end without delay to the advantage of the companies, the re- 
putable brokers and the public. When business men are led to 
believe that insurance is not a cash commodity they become in- 
different to the matter of payment, and if the companies do not 
place a cash value on their policies, bro!xers will take advantage 
of them and sell them on credit also. 

The organization of district associations under the jurisdiction 
of the United Fire Underwriters in America is to be proceeded 
with immediately, President Snowden having already designated 
the several committees of seven to do this work. A great re- 
sponsibility will rest upon these associations, and they need to 
feel assured that they will be sustained in good faith by the 
companies behind them. No more delicate question will be 
presented for their consideration than this one of commissions to 
agents and brokers. A tariff of rates can, doubtless, be agreed 
upon for each locality, but the greatest care will need to be taken 
to close every avenue by means of which the rates have been cut 
heretofore, either by a direct reduction of them or by indirect 
rebates, made possible by excessive commissions paid agents 
and brokers. The rate established needs to be meé to the in- 
sured. But the important fraternity of brokers cannot be dis- 
regarded. We are aware that some managers regard them as 
interlopers, and the system of brokerage an excrescence that 
should be lopped off. Whatever may be done in future in this 
respect, the fact remains that at present they are too firmly en- 
trenched to be routed summarily. Any attempt to “ reform” 
them out of the business at this time cannot but result disas- 
trously to the whole scheme of reform. 


As illustrating the downward tendency of things, and how the compa- 
nies who resolve great and wonderful reforms one week forget themselves 
the next, it is stated that a large and well-known private hospital build- 
ing, which was insured last year for thirty-five cents for one year, less 
fifteen rebate, was this year renewed for three years for forty cents, less 
twenty per cent commission. The one year’s insurance netted the com- 
panies twelve months ago 29% cents, against 32 cents this year for three 
years insurance on the same property. This transaction occurred not 
more than a week after the United Fire Underwriters adjourned, 
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Tuus far we have heard of no movement to carry into effect the recom- 
mendations of the late convention for the organization of a tariff associa- 
tionin this city. It is universally admitted by all the parties in interest 
that unless there is a reform here it is useless to expect reform elsewhere. 
This is a patent fact which the companies must have in mind constantly, 
but there is danger that they may split hairs on minor questions and defeat 
the object sought for. It is understood that a few companies desire to 
avail themselves of this opportunity to discriminate against brokers, and 
would like to see them crushed out entirely. If this were practicable, it 
would be unwise, but the question whether brokers are a necessary appen- 
dage to the business in this city long since settled itself. The companies 
themselves have built up the brokers, and are so largely dependent upon 
them that if it were possible to abolish them many companies would lose 
half or three quarters of their risks the first year and certain offices derive 
nine-tenths of their city income from brokers, and it would be suicide for 
these to assent to any measure for their suppression. What should be 
done is to reduce commissions and let the brokers take their chances, and 
any attempt to suppress the brokers will be a dead failure, and further re- 
move the possibility of such an harmonious assessment respecting losing 
rates to a paying basis. There are other companies whose business is 
largely dwelling risks. These companies want rates raised on dwellings. 
Others deem this proposal as unwise. The necessity for reform is so ap- 
parent that it seems as if a simple assessment upon the substantial points 
involved should be adopted without an attempt to settle questions upon 
which there are found to be differences of opinion. 

% % we 

Various opinions are heard in the city and agency offices as to the ex- 
perience of the companies this year, and it is believed there will be some 
surprises when the annual statements appear. It is now asserted with a 
ex-cathedra air that the Hartford companies have made money this year, 
quite generally, and that most of the large agency companies in this city 
have made handsome gains. We are quite sure that the local companies 
who have adhered to a strictly local business and have not gone outside of 
legitimate city risks insuring frame ranges in the oil regions or in Texas, 
have made money. On the other hand, there are only a few of the British 
offices who make any pretence of having done well. The majority candidly 
confess to a bad year, and are jealous advocates of an advance in rates and 
reduced commissions. The small agency companies will probably show 
varied experience, but as in other cases these will be surprises. 


*% * *% 


AN apartment house up town having a steam engine in basement, a bak- 
ery on first floor, and a great variety of tenants throughout the building, 
has been carried for several years by one company at 40 cents per year. 
Recently a broker informed the owner that he was paying too much for 
his insurance, and offered to place it for less. And he did actually obtain 
policies in good companies at 30 cents for three years, and received from 
the company 35 percent commission for bringing them the business ! 
The secret of his success lies in the fact that he represented it to be an 
ordinary dwelling house risk, and the officers passing upon it took his 
word for it, and the companies do not know to-day that they have such a 
hazardous risk on their books. A little more vigilance in passing upon 
risks would prevent such reckless underwriting as this. 


% * « 


ACCORDING to a form of policy we saw in the office of alocal company 
a few days ago, the insurance on the famous establishment of Edward 
Ridley & Sons, in Grand street, in this city, now amounts to $900,000, and 
in case of any deficiency in theamount the assured become co-insurers. 
That would make a rousing loss if it should burn. 

* * % 

A CONSIDERABLE amount of insurance has been effected here of late on 
the contents of the Oswego elevator at four, and for short periods on a 
basis of five per cent per annum. It is a remarkable feature of this insur- 
ance that the companies treat the five elevators in one row from so many 
different standpoints. Some companies treat the risks as separate and 
independent, and write a full line or at least three out of five, and others 





regard the whole five as constituting one risk, and will only accept a single 
line. We are told that the same difference exists among the agencies in 
Oswego, a few of them insisting that the risks are separate and distinct, 
and others that they are in one exposure. The rates are tempting, and the 
moral hazard superior, but the disposition to carry only safe lines seems 
to prevail, though we have one city office which takes $20,000 on four out 
of the five risks. 
* * % 

Tue American Rubber Works, which burned in East Cambridge lately, 
were partly insured in New York companies outside of the jurisdiction of 
Massachusetts, which we presume will make the Commissioner of that 
State as peppery as he was when the cathedral block in Boston burned 
two years ago. 

% * * 

NEARLY all the Soutlr Brooklyn grain storage stores have adopted the 
idea of storing particular grades of grain in particular stores, and then 
having insurance effected thereon subject to the conditions of average 
covering a!l the various buildings in the group. Rates have been raised 
to fifty cents, which we must say is quite a respectable jump from twenty- 
five cents, and the companies are taking the risks quite freely. Still it 
interferes with the aggregate lines accepted, as few companies care to take 
as much on all the stores under a blanket form as the combined sum on 
each one specifically would reach. 


% * * 


AFTER all that has been said of the low rates on wharf risks in this city 
it will surprise many of our readers to learn that a large line was affected 
on merchandise in one of the piers on the East river side, recently, at 
forty-five cents, and the list of companies participating in the risk and 
rate, embraced some of the best known and most respectable in the 
country. The broker who placed the line naively remarked that if he had 
been ordered so to do by his principal, he could have tripled the amount 
covered, 


THE general experience of companies with brokers is that the latter 
can always beat them in quoting a rate. A few days ago the reverse of 
this rule happened in this wise. A broker, learning that a policy on a 
store building was nearly expired, told the owner that he could renew it 
in the same company cheaper than the owner could. A trifle piqued by 
this statement, he asked the broker for a rate and promptly received one 
which was far less than last year. Then the owner wrote a note to the 
company saying he had been offered a lower rate in a good company, but, 
not desiring to leave an old friend without a reason, he wished the com- 
pany to name its bottom rate, with best discounts, etc. He said nothing 
of the broker or the other figure. Judge his surprise and pleasuré when 
the company quoted ten cents lower than the broker. Of course he gave 
the company a preference, but we fancy if the broker had had a second 
chance he would have taken the cake! 


% = 


Some of the city brokers who have been placing risks in the Atlas, of 
Hartford, are in a quandary to know what to do with their policies. The 
company offers to cancel at short rates and p»y two-thirds of the return 
premium at once. _ This is about equal to fifty-five per cent of the fro 
vata return premiums on cancellations. It is reported one well-known 
broker, whose specialty is country risks, owes the Atlas a large sum, and 
is holding on to it to make his customers good so far as the money goes. 

Ww * * 

THE committee appointed to protect the interests of the Underwriters 
in the salvage (if any) in the Morrell warehouse, last week called the 
companies together and asked to be discharged, which was granted, and 
the further protection of the interests involved was remitted to the care of 
the individual companies. The reports of the companies show that the 
salvages were few and far between. 

* * * 


Our paragraph last week referring to the Canada of Hamilton, may have 
done injustice to that company in respect to its ability to pay its legitimate 
losses. It was founded upon statements made by parties in Philadelphia 
and New York who have experienced considerable delay in collecting 
losses and who complain that their letters on the subject have remained 
unanswered by the officers of the company. We were also informed that 
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even so small an affair as the collection of return premiums was delayed 
and letters unanswered. Though the company has long been noted for its 
underground practices we have never heard of an actual repudiation of a 
loss under its policies, and lest our paragraph should be construed as an 
assault upon its present solvency, we withdrawit. ~ 
« % * 
WE learn that the Hoboken wharf losses have panned out remarkably 


well and that the companies’ losses will amount toless than $30,000, 
against an estimate of $150,000 in the daily papers. 


ie 
of 


THE new mutual fire movement has given another sign of life but is not 
yet able to stand erect. It may never do so, but has been successful in se- 
curing some first class newspaper advertising gratuitously. One of the 
subscribers informs us that the subscription is still below the amount 
which is deemed essential to an organization. 

* % *% 

One of our daily cotemporaries has invented a new name for the 
brokers. They are called ‘‘ the tentacular octapus.” We knew they were 
a horrible set of fellows, but then we never suspected they were that. 
Really, the companies ought to do something about it at once! 





INSURANCE MATTERS ABROAD. 


THE cost of the Berlin Fire Department which was only 410,639 marks 
in 1861, had reached 1,426,133 marks in 1876. 


THE presence in Paris of President Henry Kellogg of the Phoenix Fire, 
of Hartford, is noted in the Paris insurance organs, Mr. Kellog, it is said, 
is to study the methods of insurance in France. 


An Odd Fellows Lodge in Hildesheim, (Germany) having announced 
the desire of the members to insure in a solid life insurance company has 
received offers from several, but the Victoria and Kosmos are the favor- 
ites, 


THREE insurance men have been elected to the German Reichstag: 
Director Kablé at Strassburg ; Schirmeister manager of the Berlin branch 
of the Gotha Fire Insurance Company, and Beblo the Breslan agent of the 
Potsdam Life Insurance Company. 


Tue Emperor of Germany would seem to have taken the Prussian 
Official Union—a kind of mutual insurance company—under his protec- 
tion. He wrote October 18 not only a very kind letter but also as it were 
a first-class advertisement for the company, which he takes under his 
special care. 


TueE Vienna Chamber of Commerce was lately requested to give an 
opinion as to the proper measures to be taken for the manufacturing, 
storing and transport of celluloid. It was recommended to place cellu- 
loid in the same category as alcohol, varnishes, etc., and to adopt meas- 
ures to prevent children’s toys to be made from it. 


A PROJECT for state insurance in Hungary is to be introduced by a few 
legislators. Some very curious reasons are put forward in the pamphlet 
advocating the plan. Insurers are to be regularly taxed—because insur- 
ance constitutes a kind of revenue. This would be tantamount to taxing 
a provident citizen for his foresight. The movement has no strength, how- 
ever, in Austro-Hungary. 


It would really seem as if insurance was ascending in the moral scale 
in Europe. Various governments believe that compulsory insurance is, 
such a good thing for their subjects, that they are endeavoring to carry on 
the business themselves. The Bishop of Angers (France) wants a special 
church insurance company—the insurance to be paid,—not to the legal 
heirs, but simply to the church. Other members of the church have taken 
a hand in the agency business. A circular from the Commission des 
Oeuvres recommends a certain agent in Paris to the exclusion of all 
others. It is true, the agent in question has promised 75 per cent of his 
commissions to charitable organizations. It would seem even that the 


large organizations of workmen in France are to help this central agency 








in’Paris and the country agents are to be” left out in the cold. Energetic 
protests have already been made against the proposed clericalized insur. 
ance, but it remains to be seen with what success. The Paris companies 
do not appreciate being at the mercy of clergy, who evidently are out of 
their réle. 


THE insurance companies in Austria are threatened with new dangers 
and this time from within. Savings banks have always, and justly, been 
considered as the great competitors of insurance companies, but there has 
always been room enough for both institutions, which are so radically dift- 
erent in their essential features. The “ Assicurazioni generali” of Trieste 
has just helped to found the *‘ Hungarian Universal Savings Bank Com. 
pany” at Pesth. It is thought that this latter institution will be a means 
of creating business for the life and fire branches of the Trieste company, 


Tue law in Holland affecting fire insurance policies seems to be some. 
what peculiar for all bonded and warehoused goods. The Dutch law is, 
however, that when the value of the goods is not stated in the policy it can 
be proved in any lawful manner in the same way the insurer can prove the 
over-valuation, The insured has a right to full insurance sum even when 
a decline has taken place in prices. Nor can an insurer have any appeal 
against valuation of adjuster. The foreign companies which went into 
the Dutch insurance business are about to make an effort to have some 
change made. 


THE number of fatal accidents in Prussia, has been steadily increasing 
since 1870, they were then 6268 ; in 1879, they were 7662, viz.: 6270 males, 
and 1392 females. The increasing employment of women in industrial 
occupations has had the effect of adding 31 per cent to this class of ac. 
cidents. Neariy one-half of the cases have happened out of working 
hours. The number of non-fatal accidents is given at only 5390, doubt- 
less only the more serious injuries which were brought to the notice of 
the authorities. Nearly three times as many accidents happen to small 
girls than to boys of same age, owing to the greater vivacity and giddi- 
ness of the former. 


Tue project of an insurance society in Paris against thieves is the theme 
of an articlein The German Insurance Gazette. It is, says this paper, piti- 
ful to see the insurance business split up into fractions and wandering off 
into bye ways. Insurance conducted on rational principles has to do with 
definite risks and form a judgment on them. Experience helps, and where 
this is lacking, investigations are instituted, and so in the course of time 
every important branch of insurance has created a science for itself, which 
even admits of mechanical calculation. Then the insured can also con 
tribute to lessen risks, with perhaps, the sole exception of hail insurance, 
An insurance against robbery has no safe ground work. The amount 
stolen cannot be controlled. It is far better for people to keep a sharp 
look-out for their money than to ask a company to undertake the risk. Its 
whole basis rests on crime. 


A FRENCH insurer, whose premises were burned down and who ven- 
tured to criticise the fire insurance companies, was challenged to fight a 
duel by M. Maillard, inspector general of the Clementine. The insured 
gentlemen refused the honor. A French life insurance company, 
La Général, has deposited £20,000 in Engkand and pegun operations. 
A great deal of complaint has been raised by the low rates which some of 
the French fire companies are accepting, La France lately insured a 
school-house for 0.15 per cents (the tariff is 0.50); the Phenix has insured 
iron shops for 0.20, the regular rate being 1 fr. per cent. A large dry- 
goods house in Paris was insured for 891,200 francs by the Urbaine at 
0.75 instead of 1.50 percent. The “Argus” (insurance paper) believes 
that the present wild competition in the French fire insurance companies 
will end disastrously, and warns the public against companies which ac- 
cept risks below the normal rates. 


Tue subject of storms and lightning was recently discussed by Prof- 
Neesen before the Berlin Electro-Technical Society. Storms, so far as 
trequency is concerned, have remained about the same for many years, 
with the exception of the decennium 1860-1869, when there was a mini- 
mum of storms in Germany with a maximum in Austria. It has also been 
ascertained that the danger from lightning has increased. This is amply 
shown by the figures of the insurance companies. The increase has been 
general, but more accidents occur in the country districts than in the 
cities. This increased liability has been attributed to the greater use of 
ronin buildings. There is more danger in North than in South Germany. 
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Here the heights take off a great deal of the electric current. The straw 
roofs in North Germany are a cause of fire from lightning. There is no 
security in the neighborhood of trees, nor can too much reliance be placed 
on lightning conductors, although they evidently lessen the danger. Dr. 
Werner Siemens, the electrician, believed that if good conductors were 
properly placed they would afford protection. 


REFERRING to the fact that the Great Britain, the Leipzig Accidental and a 
few other companies have lately obtained permission to operate in Prussia, 
it is stated that these companies had already obtained a good share of 
business in the Kingdom, and the State could make no objection as to 
their present condition, But some of the German companies were also 
sharp enough to obtain a foothold in Austria. The Leipzig Fire Insurance 
Company has been allowed to continue. The Dresden Fire Insurance 
Company founded the {Austrian Phoenix, but, very curiously, while the 
latter took root and flourished the parent stock died out. The English 
Gresham established the Austrian Gresham until it was allowed by a 
change in the law of concessions to come out as the real English company. 
The Austrians are very quick, however, to withdraw concessions, a 
most dangerous and injurious liberty, as persons who are insured for life 
and fire cannot be placed in the same category as mere hail and glass 
insurance, and thus the State does injury to its own citizens. 











CORRESPONDENCE. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


The United Firemen's Forgeries—A Specimen Member of the Legislature—Filling 
a Lighted Lamp and Its Result—How Commissioner Forster is Rattling Around 
Among the Death-Rattler Companies—Enjoyable House-Warmings in Insurance 
Companies’ New Buildings. : 


[From Our OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 

Tue clerks of the United Firemens Insurance Company of this city 
have, through their counsel, filed a motion to quash the indictments 
against them for conspiracy to embezzle from the company. This may be 
done for the purpose of securing delay in the trial, but will not avail, as 
the same judge before whom the motion was made has overruled the de- 
murrer filed by Guth, the assistant secretary of the company, to the charge 
of forgery, whereupon Guth, being called on to plead, entered a plea of 
not guilty. It is rumored that Commissioner Forster contemplates an ex- 
amination of the accounts of the United Firemens with a view of ascer- 
taining the truth respecting the current rumor of the impairment of the 
capital of this company. 

Some time during last month the large hotel at Hammonton, New Jer- 
sey, was burned—the boarders all escaped with their lives, but lost their 
baggage and valuables. As the fire was a mystery and evidently the work 
of an incendiary, Judge Reed, the owner of the hotel, offered a reward of 
$2500 for information securing the conviction of the scoundrel who fired 
it, and Calvin C. Mateer, the lessee, offered also $1,000 for the same pur- 
pose, This, taken in connection with the facts that Mateer had moved his 
family, and the most valuable of his household effects to Philadelphia the 
day preceding the fire, and that he had also been for several years a mem- 
ber of the Pennsylvania legislature, directed suspicion towards him. A 
warrant was issued, his arrest promptly effected, and his committal to 
prison made by the justice before whom a preliminary hearing was had, 
and instead of ex-legislator Mateer obtaining the heavy risks placed on 
his furniture, he is likely to lose that as well as his liberty for a dozen 
years, as Jersey justice is as severe as it is sure. 

A ten thousand dollar fire on South Eighth street, below Chestnut, was 
one of the results of filling a lighted lamp, a few days ago, in a first-class 
drinking saloon leased by Mr. Dillon, whose stock and fixtures valued at 
$5000, and insured for only $500, were totally destroyed by the enterprise 
of his bar-tender. The damage to the building was over $3000, and as 
there was no provision in the policies that lighted gasoline lamps should 
not be filled on the premises by irresponsible bar-tenders, the companies 
will doubtless pay that loss with fervent thanks that a quarter of a million 
dollar blaze was averted. : . 

Now that a number of the mutual life insurance companies of Penn- 





sylvania are desirous of closing up business, Commissioner Forster is con- 
siderately investigating the methods of their conducting business, with a 
view of ascertaining whether they have not violated the law under whose 
provisions they hold their charters. The testimony will be presented to 
the Dauphin County Court on the 13th inst., when they will be called upon 
to show cause why their charters should not be declared forfeited. As 
there is a general impression that this is just the kind of punishment (?) 
these companies want it is quite probable they will have their desire, in 
this particular, gratified. Col. McClure says, editorially, of it: “ As the 
managers of these companies have generally amassed considerable for- 
tunes and put them out of reach of the law, the holders of non-matured 
policies will be the only parties injurei by the winding up of their 
affairs—and they will be much better off,jif they could only be made to 
believe it.” ' 

A bill in equity has been filed"by counsel representing the building in- 
spectors of this city to restrain J. Rush Whitesides from completing the 
erection of a factory until an additional stairway is constructed, which the 
building inspectors regard as necessary to afford adequate means of 
escape in case of fire. This is likely to bring up in a legal form the ques- 
tion of what constitutes a fire escape, and if it succeeds in solving this 
vexed problem a good result will have been reached. The problem being 
too much for our city councils, they turned the matter over to that body of 
professed scientists, the Franklin Institute, and for all the good the disci- 
ples of Franklin have done they might just as well have been wrestled 
with by the blind asylum or the deaf and dumb institute. The fact is, 
more practical information might be acquired from the fire department in 
a ten minutes’ interview about the subject of fire escapes, than has been 
hatched by the Franklin Institute experts in their sixty days’ incubation 
of the matter.. ‘ 

The victims of graveyard insurance are beginning to redress their 
wrongs in dead earnest. Suits to recover risks on a number of Kentucky 
death-rattlers have been instituted at Harrisburg, and last week criminal 
proceedings were begun at Reading against the officers of three mutual 
benevolent concerns, and a day or two ago at Cresonna the agent of one 
of the vilest of these Ghoul-like companies was publicly cowhided in the 
Street, and as the justice of the peace at Cressona refused to issue a war- 
rant for the arrest of the cowhider, that agent packed up his traps and left 
for Warren, Pennsylvania. 

Our fire department commissioners, having been roundly abused for a 
delay of twenty minutes in reaching last week’s big fire at Eighth and 
Market streets, are busily engaged in unloading their share of the respon- 
sibility by charging the blame to the superintendent of the fire alarm ser- 
vice, who located the fire twenty minutes distant from the actual place of 
its occurrence. It is a spirited controversy, but the insurance companies 
are the sufferers all the same. 

The handsome brown-stone front of the Royal’s new building is going 
up with rapidity, and already the officers of the North American feel quite 
at home in their new structure. Their housewarming, like that of the 
Mechanics, was greatly enjoyed by all who attended. I wish I could send 
a copy of the bill of fare. PENN. 


PHILADELPHIA, December 6, 1881. 


COMPANIES AND AGENTS. 





The Hanover Fire Insurance Company. 


THE Hanover Fire Insurance Company, of New York, is rightfully 
proud of a career marked by progression, and studded with no drawbacks, either 
through falling away of assets or depletion of managing ability. Its resources 
since its organization have ever continued to develop, while trustworthy, capable 
men have remained at the company’s head from the outset. The Hanover started 
business in April, 1852, or nearly thirty years ago. The thousands who now insure 
in this institution gain increased confidence, therefore, in the satisfaction that its 
large resources, sufficient to cope with disastrous conflagrations, are backed by the 
wisdom of an experience of nearly a third of a century. The company is at pres- 
ent known all over the land, operating in all States of any importance. During the 
first decade of i's existence, a conservative discretion was exercised by its mana- 
gers in doing business, transactions were confined to a local field, and the Han- 
over was known but to New-Yorkers. In 1863, however, it was conceived by the 
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officers and board of directors that the company having been put on a thorough 
working basis, and its existence been proved more than an experiment—an estab- 
lished success—the time had arrived when a broader field of operation should be 
chosen; that, in conformity with an important principle of fire insurance, the Han- 
over should select its risks from a larger area, taking the United States as its field 
in order that a uniform average of experience might be deriveti each year. Agen- 
cies were established all over the country, and responsible men chosen as the com- 
pany's representatives. In the first year of the agency departure, the business 
was increased one hundred per cent, and the progress made up to the present time 
has been rapid‘and uniformly systematic, without fluctuation. In 1864 the Under- 
writers agency, composed of the Hanover, Germania, Republic and Niagara was 
formed to do a combined agency business, the well-known underwriter, Alexander 
Stoddart, being made manager, and ten years afterward the two latter companies 
dropped out by limitation agreement, the Agercy reorganizing (with the same 
able manager) as an agency combination for the Hanover and Germania. At the 
present day the Underwriters Agency operates extensively all over the Western 
and Southern States, standing its ground against the largest and most successful 
agency c mpanies. The Hanover's business in the Eastern department is healthy 
and well distributed, and a tribute to its trustworthiness is the good reputation 
which it bears at home. 

The increase of the Hanover’s resources during the thirty years of its life indi- 
cates a tremendous developing power as compared with other companies. The 
company started with $150,000 paid-up capital. This, in 1857, was increased to 
$2<0,000, and, in 1863, when the general agency field was entered, to $400,000. 
In 1871 came the Chicago fire, where the company made a reputation for itself, by 
promptly meeting the heavy claims which it was called upon to pay, not, however, 
with ut being obliged to reduce its capital to $250,000. But in the following year 
the capital was brought up again to $400,000, and in 1875 increased to $500,000. For 
five years after this, the capital of the company remained stationary ; not so the as- 
sets, however, which were taking rapid strides to reach the goal of two mil_ 
lion dollars. Toward the close of 1880, Mr. Walcott, the company’s able president 
and the board of directors saw that the time was arriving when the Hanover should 
make a still further increase in its capital stock, and in January, 1881, $500,090 
additional capital was paid in, making the capital in all $1,000,000. Regarding 
the development of the assets from $163,850 December 30, 1852, to $2,522,211 
June 30, of the current year—an increase of over 1500 per cent—the tabular exhibit 
given below can best detail, the figures in each case being for the close of the 
years indicated : 




















Year Ending| Amount. Year Ending | Amount. Year Ending | Amount. 
NE ssccneon $163,850 1862 --..2.----| $244,569 || 1872 --..------ | $875,540 
1853 ---------- 174,012 1863 --..------ 493,873 || 1873 ---------- 1,085,338 
GEG senccecuse 167,020 BOGE cciccoccces | 530,38t || 1874 -.------- 1,426,955 
1855 ---------- 175,843 1865 ---.------ $56,304 || 1875 .--------- 1,592,775 
. Sea 187,949 eS | 561,332 SD cnecannses 1,642,883 
SESE wecicccces 233,372 ee } 606,635 || 1877 ---------- 1,621, 
TE 239,026 WED concccases 650,682 || 1878 .....-.-.- 1,683,797 
GERD cccoccecse 241,493 TEED cvccescces 726,400 || 1879 -..--..-.. 1,650,701 
a 247,184 GRD. conccecens 700,238 || 1880 .......<.- 1,900,082 
WO Weccwecces SP Hh TEE cndcccscce 872,628 ae 2,522,211 








* June 30, 1881. 


Closely identified with the Hanover’s history has been that of its present presi- 
dent, Benjamin S. Walcott. In 1859 Mr. Walcott entered the service of the 
Hanover, as its Secretary. His entrance into the Company's politics marked an 
important era in its history. In 1866 Mr. Walcott obtained the presidency and 
continues to fill that important office in the Hanover with ability and inde- 
fatigable energy up to the present time. In the sixteenth year of the presidency 
and the twenty-third of his identification with the Hanover, his health is excellent 
and his zeal for the Company’s w-lfare undiminished. An evidence of the Com- 
pany’s rapid growth of late is seen in the increase of assets during the first six 
months of the present year—an increase which, it is learned from the Company's 
office, has continued in proportion up to the present time. The business has 
shown rapid development during the past eleven months. In 1880 the premium 
receipts were $735,874. ‘lhe prospects are that the statement for 1881 will show 
the total premiums for the year to have been nearly if not fully $1,000,000. The 
executive and field staff remain unchanged, and the operations of the Company 
continue under that esprit de corps so essential to uninterrupted success. 





The Boatmans Fire and Marine Insurance Company. 


THE Boatmans Fire and Marine, located at Pittsburgh, dates from a 
city which has given birth to a number of active progressive companies, fit to com- 
pete successfully in the general insurance field. The Boatmans was organized in 
1865, and by the last annual statement bad assets amounting to $357,462, and a 
paid-up capital of $250,000, while a very satisfactory net surplus was shown over al] 
liabilities, including capital. During the past year uninterrupted success has induced 
the company’s managers to venture out still further into the agency business, and 
New York State wasentered. Its interests in the metropolis are placed in the 








hands of Pell, Wallack & Co., which enterprising firm promises to make a good 
showing as the results in their department of the company’s operations, at the close 
of the year. 











NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





A Hotel Proprietor Familiar to Life Insurance Companies Dies, 


JERE MCKIBBEN, well known to Philadelphians as proprietor of the 
Girard House, went to St. Joseph, Mo., recently, to start a new hotel, the New 
World. The hotel was completed and turned over to him on November 29, all 
ready for occupancy, and while he was finishing a thorough inspection of it, he 
fell dead in the office. Mr. McKibben will be remembered as figuring in the in- 
surance press and daily newspapers in times gone by, in connection with a life in- 
surance policy held on his life, written by the United States Life Insurance Com- 
pany. It appeared that some years ago McKibben went through bankrup cy, and 
a number of creditors took out policies on his life, to which ke consented. In 1873 
Thomas J. Martin applied to the United States Life for a policy of insurance for 
$15,000, Martin setting forth that McKibben was indebied to him for a much 
larger amount. The policy was duly issued, the examination papers having been 
properly signed by McKibben and witnessed regularly. The result of this policy 
being tak: n out was, in time, a tripartite quarrel between McKibben, Martin and 
the insurance company. The company had reason to believe that McKibben was 
intemperate in his habits, and sought to cancel the policy, tendering Martin the 
premiums already paid. Martin refused to allow this, and the matter so rested 
until 1878, when a notice of premium was sent to both McKibben and Martin, 
whereupon the former declared his first knowledge of the policy existing, announc- 
ing that Martin was.an enemy of his, and he never intended that he should insure 
his life. And thus the matter continued for some time afterward, Martin holding 
the company to its contract, the company receiving the premium under protest 
on the ground that misrepresentations had been made in the application relative 
to McKibbin’s habits, and the insured man insisting that the policy should be 
canceled. During the past year the policy was canceled, and the company is 
thus saved from not an unimportant loss. That the company acted judiciously in 
nulling the policy is evident from the probability, judging from the known circum- 
stances, that death was the result of an abused system. Whether other insurances 
are still held on the deceased's life is not known. 





Western Department of the Standard, of London. 


JUDGE A. W. SPALDING, adjuster of the Franklin Fire Insurance 
Company, of Philadelphia, was last Saturday appointed general agent of the 
Standard Fire Office, of London, for the West, with headquarters at Chicago. 
Manager Simonson has chosen one of the best known underwriters in the West for 
this position. The success of the Standard in the West, under Judge Spalding’s 
management, is assured. His experience as an underwriter has been long, and 
his reputation as a man of business ability and sagacity is already made. 





A Clear Case but a Prejudiced Court and Jury. 


A SUIT of considerable interest to fire insurance men is that of C. God- 
frey Gunther against the Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company 
to recover insurance on the Locust Grove Hotel, tried before a jury in the Uni'ed 
States Circuit Court, at Brooklyn, some days ago, and which promises to remainin 
the courts for some time to come. The result of the trial was a verdict of $29,263 
for the plaintiff in the face of what seems to be some remarkably conclusive evidence 
produced by the company. ‘The insurance involved in this litigation, in which the 
Liverpool and London and Globe figures as defendant, is covered in large part by 
reinsurance contract with other companies, but this company will, of course, con- 
test the alleged claims of Mr. Gunther in its own name. 

The Locust Grove Hotel, Locust Grove, L..I., was destroyed by fire on the night 
of August 15, 1879. According to the evidence submitted by the defence at the 
recent trial, through some twenty witnesses, gasoline or benzine was used upon the 
premises, contrary to the conditions of the insurance policy. It was shown that 
benzine or gasoline (for no distinction was made between these similar products of 
petroleum during the trial) was used in ordinary benzine or naphtha lamps or 
torches, and two persons preserved alive from the catast:ophe, swore on the witness 
siand that benzine was drawn off in the oil room by artificial light for this purpose 
on the night the hotel was dest oyed, the consequence being an explosion, followed 
by the fire. The insurance company claimed two violations of its policy: first, 
that the fire occurred directly in consequence of oil—it did not matter what kind of 
oil—being drawn off by artificial light; and, secondly, that benzine or naphtha was 
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stored upon the premises and used upon the premises without permission, and con_ 
trary to the conditions of the policy. 

The judge, in his charge to the jury said, as derived by him from the statements 
of the plaintiff, that benzine was not stored in the oil room, and admitted that if it 
had been, that would not have been a violation of the policy; that no benzine 
torches were burned or used upon the pavilion. The only time when any such 
torch had been used was on the occasion of an experiment of kerosene oil of 150 
degrees test. The defendant company, on the other hand, showed as they thought 
conclusively to all unprejudiced hearers, that at some time immediately prior to the 
fire, a half barrel ot benzine was purchased in Pine street, New York, for the hotel. 
The man who made the barrel testified in behalf of the defence ; a duplicate invoice, 
describing ,the contents as benzine, was produced, the testimony of the express 
man who delivered the half barrel was submitted and the book containing the re- 
ceipt thereof was exhibited. The evidence of the general superintendent of the 
hotel who saw it arrive, the evidence of the man who rolled it into the oil room, 
and of two persons attached to a neighboring hotel, who came to receive payment 
for gasoline that had been borrowed from them on a former occasion, was given in 
favor of the insurance company. Through the testimony of the persons present at 
the time of the explosion, and who rushed out with their clothing on fire, the de- 
fence endeavored to prove—successfully it thought—that the gasoline was drawn 
oft by artificial light, and that the individual who drew the stuff, and who 
was killed by the explosion was in the employ of Gunther. One ground of the 
company's action in the future, in contesting the claim, will be the refusal of the 
judge to charge the jury that there had been a violation of the policy on account 
of art:ficial ight being used in the oil room at the time the oi) was drawn. Ap- 
parently ignoring the testimony presented, he declined to allow them to find or 
that point, which was admitted was a most important one. Gunther himself, in 
his cross examination, acknowledged that he saw three men going to the oil room 
two men carrying buckets for the oil, and the third carrying a lighted lantern. The 
judge charged that it would be for the jury to determine whether benzine, if ordered 
at all, was ordered by Gunther or any one in his employ. The defendant took the 
position that it did not matter who the order was given by ; that the insurance con_ 
tract was made having regard to a certain kind of risk and that if by reason of any 
person's direction, that risk became changed to the disadvantage of the insurance 
company, the company could not be responsible for the changing circumstances or 
the result, The policy gave permission for lighting the hotel by gasoline gas, pro- 
vided, however, that the blower, generator and gasometer be situated at least sixty 
feet away from the building, underground, and that no artificial heat be used in the 
production of the gas. The judge charged the jury that it would be for them to 
determine whether, if in ordering gasoline for use in the machine, an excess beyond 
the capacity of the machine was found to remain, such excess could not reasonably 
be stored in the regular oi! receptacle of the building. Benzine or naphtha 
stored on the premises was contrary to the conditions of the policy and this the 
company maintained. 

So conclusive was the testimony produced by the detence that the most unfavor_ 
able result to that side anticipated of the trial was disagreement of the jury. In 
the trial of Gunther against the Queen Insurance Company some months ago, on a 
five thousand dollar policy for losses by the same fire under similar conditions, 
in the United States District Court, Brooklyn, the jury disagreed, the evidence 
then presented, nevertheless, being thought by many underwriters not nearly so 
gooc for the defence as in the case of the Liverpool and London and Globe. 
Hence the latter company was justified in its expectations. Witnesses were ob- 
tained by the defence in the face of great difficulty. The most important witness 
for the company was jsubpoenzed after a vast deal uf trouble. Immediately after 
the fire, this man started for Canada, it being supposed that he was sent there, 
His whereabouts in the Dominion were discovered after much difficulty and ex- 
penditure of money. He was invited to come to the United States in order that a 
subpoena might be served, but he declined to come. He was traced however, sub- 
sequently to Philadelphia, thence to Baltimore, and afterward to Easton, Fa., 
where being closely followed, so anxious was he not to testify for the insurance 
company, that he endeavored to escape over the back fence of a certain building, 
not. before the company succeeded in serving a subpoena upon him, however. 
This man, besides giving valuable evidence in regard to the use of the oil in stor- 
age and to the direction of Gunther for the use of the torches, testified that on the 
morning after the fire Gunther used the following words, or words like them: 
“For God's sake, Hennessey, don’t say anything about the use of benzine on the 
premises, or there will be trouble with the insurance companies.” 

The trial occupied eight days, with the result noted above. One of the plaintiff's 
own arguments showed favorably for the defence, which, however, seemed to have 
no weight with the jury. Plaintiff's counsel claimed that kerosene of 150 degrees 
test was the only oil used. The eaplosion was acknowledged, of course, and any 
expert in the matter knowS that it would be impossible to have an explosion in an 
oil room in using an artificial light with oil of 150 degrees test. To cause such 
an explosion there must certainly have been a volatile liquid there. The case will 
be appealed by the company at the earliest possible time. 





The United Fire Underwriters. 


THE new Advisory Committee, of the United Fire Underwriters in 
America, met at eleven o'clock Tuesday morning and organized by electing Samuel 





P. Blagden, ot New York, Chairman; W. T. Barton, of}Providence, Vice-Chair. 
man, and Henry K. Miller, of New York, Secretary. President Snowden, who 
is ex-officio a member of the committee, was expected to have been in attendance, 
and to submit the names of members of the District Committees. A telegram 
read from him, however, announced his detention at Philadelphia on account 
sickness. The time of the next meeting of the Committee is subject to the call of 
the Chairman. 





Two Large Fires. 


ANOTHER disastrous mill fire occurred early Sunday morning last, at 
Minneapolis. The fire originated in the lower part of the Pillsbury ‘‘B" flour 
mill, spreading to the Excelsior, the Minneapolis, and the Empire, all flour mills, 
and brands from the conflagration falling upon the roof of a cotton mill near by, 
owned by Dorillus Morrison, that mill was soon in a blaze. The Pillsbury “‘B” 
mill was valued at $140,000; the Empire, $125,000; the Excelsior, $100,000, and 
he Minneapolis, $125,000. The total loss was estimated at $400,000, but this is 
not definite. A violent explosion occurred in the Minneapolis mill soon after the 
firehad communicated to it, killing the first assistant engineer of the fire depart- 
ment and levelling the wall of the cotton mill, crushed the elevated railroad track 
in the street, killing, it is supposed, three men, and injuring others. The origin of 
the fire is not at this writing known. It is ramored that an open light carried into 
the oil room of the ‘‘B” mill caused the catastrophe. Despatches say, and it is 
probable that they are correct, that the explosion in the Minneapolis mill (owned 
by Crocker, Fisk & Co.) is to be attributed to much the same causes as destroyed 
the Washburn mill three years ago—flour dust being the explosive. The condi- 
tions were the same in both cases. Fire was present in the Washburn mill for 
some time prior to the explosion, and it is agreed that the fire had-made its way 
into the Minneapolis mill, and had been burning some time before the explosion 
occurred. In the experiments made by Profs. Peck and Peckham, immediately 
following the great Washburn mill explosion, it was shown that combustible 
material finely diffused through the air would burn sufficiently, rapid to cause a vio- 
lent explosion. Fine flour dust and other milling products were shown to be very 
combustible under such conditions. They demonstrated by a series of experiments 
that the rapid combustion of flour dust in a strong draught, such as would be pro- 
duced in a burning mill, would bring about an explosion. That explosion did not 
occur in the other mills is probably due to the fact that neither the Empire nor 
Excelsior were in operation and had been carefully cleaned out. 

The following isa list of the mill insurances, as telegraphed: On the Pillsbury 
B Mill—Phenix, of Brooklyn, $2500; St. Paul Fire and Marine, $2000; Phcenix, 
of Har.ford, and La Confiance, $2000 each; North American and North Ger- 
man, $3000 each; Traders’, $1000; Mississippi Valley Mutual, $3000; Western 
Manufacturers’ Union, $5000; German, of Pennsylvania, Firemen's, State of 
Pennsylvania and Hanover, $2500 each ; Millers’ and Manufacturers’, of Massa- 
chusetts, $5000 ; Imperial and Northern, $2500 each; Buffalo German, $2000; 
Connecticut, $1500; Orient, $1500; Northern, New York, $1000; Manufacturers’, 
of Boston, $2000; Hofiman, $1000; Lancashire, $1800; Commonwealth, $1000; 
Mercantile Marine, Girard and Western, $1500 each ; Underwriters’, $2000 ; Fire 
Association, $2500, and Manhattan, $1000. On stock in Pillsbury B mill: Ameri- 
can Central, $1000 ; New Hampshire and Peoples’, $1000 each ; British America, 
$2000. On Empire Mill, owned by L. F. Watson, of Massachus ‘tts: Phoenix, ot 
Hartford, $2900; La Confiance, $3000; Transatlantic, $2000; Traders’, $2500 ; 
Phenix, of Brooklyn, $2000; American Central, $1000; St. Paul Fire and Ma- 
rine, $2500; Hartford, $2300; North German, $2100; Imperial, Northern, 
Rhode Island Insurance Association and Lancashire, $2500 each; Peoples, of New 
York, and Boylston Mutual, $tsooeath; Manufacturers, $2000; Germania, $1000; 
Hamburg-Bremen, $1000; Milwaukee, $1000; Phenix, of Brooklyn, $3500; Tra- 
ders, $2500; Insurance Company of North America, $3000; Connecticut, $2000 ; 
Girard, $1500; Western, of Toronto, $1500; National, of Hartford, $3000; 
Springfieid Fire and Marine, $2500; Northwestern National, $1125 ; Liverpool 
and London and Globe, $2500; German-American, $2500; New York Un- 
derwriters, $2500; North American, $1400; Underwriters’, $2500; Manufacturers, 
ot Boston, $2000; Peoples, of New York, $2000; Imperial and Northern, $1000; 
Lancaster, German-American and Fire Association, $1500 each; Orient, $2000; 
Western and National, $1500 each; State of Pennsylvania, $2500; German and 
Pennsylvania, $1500 each; Buffalo German, $2000; Union, of Pennsylvania; 
$2000; Pennsylvania, $1000. On the stock in the Empire Mill, owned by C. A. 
Pillsbury & Company: North American, North-German, Continental, and Rhode 
Island, $1000 each; Newark City, $1500; total, $5500. On the stock of C. A. 
Pillsbury & Co., in the Excelsior Mill: North American, $2500; Phoenix, of Hart- 
ford, $1500; Mississippi Valley Mutual, $2000; Star, of New York, $2000 ; Com- 
monwealth, $2000. On the Minneapolis Mill, owned by Crocker, Fisk & Co., 
Northwestern National (building and machinery): Manhattan, $2000; St. Paul 
Fire and Marine, $2500; Pennsylvania, $2500; Commercial Union, $2600; Frank- 
lin, $3000; New York Alliance, $1500; Amazon, $1500; London Assurance, 
$1500; Western, of Toronto, $4500; Detroit, $900 ; Phoenix, of Hartford, $1500; 
Continental, ‘$1000. On stock of Crocker, Fisk & Co., in Minneapolis Mill: 
Westchester, $1500; New Hampshire, $1500; Niagara, $2500; Commonwealth, 
$1000; Mercantile Marine, $1500; unknown company, $2500, and Germania, 


$2000. 
On Monday last the country sustained another severe loss by fire in the burning 
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of the entire manufacturing department of Cherry, O'Connor & Co., lessees of 
the State Penitentiary, at Nashville, Tenn. The loss is estimated at a minimum 
of $300,000, the stock being covered in part by the following insurances: Royal, 
$16,500; Traders, of Chicago, $9000; London and Lancashire, $16,500; La 
Confiance, $14,500; Newark Fire, $2500; Phenix, of Brooklyn, $10,000; Fire 
Association, $7500; Manufacturers, of Boston, $2500; Boylston Mutual, of Bos- 
ton, $2500; Insurance Company of North America, $1500; Watertown, $5000; 
Commonwealth, of Boston, $2500; Hamburg-Magdeburg, $2500; Northern, of 
New York, $1000. These insurance losses are sent out by telegraph, and, lke the 
list given above on the Minneapolis fire, should receive due qualification. Many 
of the convicts, it is said, exerted themselves to save the property of the lessees, 
and, notwithstanding the excitement and confusion, only six cf them escaped from 
custody, although at one time hundreds could have gained their liberty by a rush 
through the crowd of spectators. ~ 





MERE MENTION. 





—The Sun Mutual Life will change its name to the Sun Life Assur- 
ance Company. 

—Indianapolis has given birth to the Mutual Aid Live Stock Insur- 
ance Association. 

—C. W. Drew & Co. have been appointed Chicago agents of the 
Standard Fire, of London. 

—W. A. Fuller was recently appointed agent at Springfield, Mass., 
of the Citizen’s of New York. 

—In Canada it has been decided that co-operative or mutual benefit 
societies come within the scope of the statute relating to life insurance. 

—According to the Chicago Fire Patrol report, the losses to insur- 
aace companies aggregated $84,640, during the month of November. 

—Preliminary steps have been taken for the organization at Cincin- 
na‘i of a company to be known as the Pacific Fire Insurance Company. 

—The Home Insurance Company, of Columbus, Ohio, will enter Illi- 
nois on the first of January, with Hopkins & Hasbrouck as agents at Chicago. 

—The British America Assurance Company intends changing its 
annual meeting from August to February, and its}financial year to December 31. 

—Nott & Hanson, of Montreal, having dissolved partnership, it is 
said that Messrs. Hanson and W. Kavanagh will carry on a partnership business. 

—The much incubated A. B. C. Company, which some time 
since changed its name to A. A., Anglo-American, has not been heard from lately. 

—Among those in Chicago last week were J. N. Dunham, president 
ot the Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance Company, and Western Bascome, of 
St. Louis. 

—C. J. Martin, the genial president of the Home Insurance Com- 
pany, New York, has gone on a business trip through the South, which will 
occupy several weeks. 

—J. W. Carter, formerly bookkeeper with H. H. Brown, of Chicago, 
has been appointed chief clerk in the office of Frank Van Voorhis, the newly ap- 
pointed general agent of the British America. 

—160 prize essays on life insurance have been received by the man- 
agers of the Equitable Life on the other side, and the selections are now being 
made for the $500, $125 and $50 prize offered !by the society. 

—Walter Critchell, of the well-known insurance firm of R, S. 
Critchell & Co., Chicago, has gone to Fiorida in search of health. We hope to 
hear of his speedy recovery, and his return to his many friends at Chicago. 

—Insurance Commissioner Forster of Pennsylvania, has ordered an 
examination of the books of the State Capital Mutual Life Association of Harris- 
burg, which is doing the largest business in co-operative life insurance in that city. 

-—Speculative death-bed and marriage insurance associations are now 
in full blast at Cedar Rapids, Fairfield, Toledo, Wintersel, Newton and Manson 
Ia. The managers of these associations report to nobody, and give no guarantee 
of paying claims. 

—The State Reform School, at Meriden, Conn., is a four-story 
building, three hundred feet long, and some manufacturing is done on the prem- 
ises. The inmates embrace some three or four hundred boys sent there for various 
crimes, and who are allowed more or less liberty about the place. This building 
has been recently insured through a certain Meriden agency at seventy-three cents 
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or three years. The old tariff was $1.25 per year.' We opine that the incarcera- 
tion of a few of Meriden’s insurance agents in the Reform School might conduce 
to good morals. 


—Ernest Wilson has been appointed general agent of the Cattle 
Underwriting Association, recently started in England. The company will in- 
sure cattle, horses and other animals in transit, to make a specialty of cattle 
shipped from America. 


—The Equitable Life Assurance Society announces the statement 
made by a contemporary that D. W. Russell had resigned the Boston agency of 
that society, to be without ground. Mr. Russell was in New York some days ago, 
reporting business prosperous. 


—The total tonnage of vessels engaged in commerce on the great 
lakes was, in 1868, 695,604, and the total loss to vessels in that year was $1,227,858, 
In 1874 the tonnage was 842,481 and the loss $1,191,868, while in 1879 the tonnage 
dwindled down to $597,376, and the total loss to vessels $455,205. 


—The organization of Glover & Armstrong’s Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company progresses. That part of New York, however, where the promoters 
argued the company could most effectively work, the dry goods district, has given 
the scheme very little encouragement. Only sixteen dry goods men in that section 
have subscribed. 


—The statement is made by a trustee that the plan was in disorgan- 
izing the National Marriage and Dower Association, of Union City, Ind., to divide 
the surplus among the organizers, without regard to the rights of members. The 
amount received by the association from members was about $40,000 while that 
returned was $27,000. i 


—Lyman W. Briggs, late of the Fidelty and Casualty, has fairly 
launched his new fidelity company, last week filing the charter at Albany of the 
American Surety Company, of New York. The new company is to have a paid-up 
capital of $500,000. Such prominent men as Roswell P. Flower, Hugh J. Jewett 
and D. A. Heald are among the incorporators. 


—-The able president of the Union Mutual Life, John E. DeWitt, is to 
be congra‘ulated upon the appointment of R. H. Matson as superintendent of 
agencies of the company. Mr. Matson promises to make a fit successor of Mr, 
Burns, who recently resigned the office to accept the Provident Savings presidency 
Mr. DeWitt has been in New York during the past week. 


—The insurance death list was large for the past month. In addi- 
tion to those already announced should be recorded Dr. L. S. Wilcox, of Hartford, 
consulting surgeon of the;Connecticut Mutual Life; Booth Nettleton, a well-known 
Western special agent; J. M. Hollis, agent at Dubuque, Ia.; C. W. Rice, agent at 
Springfield, Mass., and J. S. McDonald, of Muscatine, Ia. 


—A new broom sweeps clean. The new receiver of the Universal 
Life, N. D. Wendell, has sent out a notice to policyholders that a statement of 
the company’s condition will be made known at the earliest moment, and inform- 
ing them that it is his purpose to deal direct with each claimant, and pay to the 
beneficiary the full amount of any dividend that may be declared. 


—Ignominously disregarding the city ordinance passed sometime 
since to gradually place all telegraph and telephone wires underground, and pro- 
hibiting the erection of poles after May 1, last, the Chicago common council has 
given permission to the Mutual Union Telegraph Company to erect poles and 
string wires through the streets of the city. A veto by the Mayor would receive 
due appreciation. 

—The following instructions of an old fire insurance president on the 
electric light question, to an inquiring agent, embraces the opinions of under- 
writers in general: ‘‘ You are at liberty to say that this company preters the elec- 
tric light (so guarded that points of incandescent carbon can not fall from it) to any 
other known mode of lighttng, having as yet been unable to find any cause of 
danger in its use, except as above stated.” 


—The suit of the Manhattan Life upon the bond of James E. 
Alford, its former agent at Baltimore, who fell behind in his accounts, has resulted 
in a verdict for the company of $2442, the whole amouut claimed. Benjamin F. 
Parlett and Robert Turner were the sureties. The case was on trial for week. It 
will be remembered possibly that in February last the plaintiff had the suit trans- 
ferred from the Baltimore City Court to the United States Circuit Court. 


—It was announced in an earlier issue that the New Orleans Insur- 
ance Company had decided to enter New York State. Deputy McCall, of the 
New York Insurance Department, having made an official examination of the com- 
pany, and all necessary provisions been completed for the entrance, Munrose & 
Mulville have been appointed general agents for the State. The New Orleans was 
organized in 1805, has a capital of $500,000, and assets of over $700,000, 


—The joint special committee appointed to report the expediency of 
carrying on the Boston fire department by a Board of Commissioners, have recom- 
mended through a majority report a scheme similar to the old plan, viz., that the 
fire department shall consist of a board of three commissioners, a chief engineer, 
thirteen assistant engineers, and other members to the number of seven hnndred 
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men. Through a minority report, a Board of Public Protection, consisting of five 
members, to manage all the city departments, including the fire department, is 
recommended. 

—The case of Mr. and Mrs. John T. Dantzler, an old Pennsylvania 
Dutch couple living near Easton, is exciting some attention, and dete:tives have 
been set at work. The Dantzlers died very suddenly and mysteriously some days ago, 
and from the fact that grave-yard insurance sharks are known to have had about 
$150,000 insurance upon their lives, and other circumstanc s that conspire to 
make the suspicions of murder probable, it is believed that such a crime has been 
committed for the purpose of realizing a large sum. 


—A county judge of Pennsylvania, recently in refusing to grant 
marriage insurance charters, said that this species of so-called insurance enlarged 
the circle of mercenary motives prompting to marriage and tended to make money 
the sole motive; that they encouraged frauds in marriage and upon innocent par- 
ties, placing a premium upon bigamy and tending to increase divorces; that they 
threw a cloud upon legitimacy of issue by inducing alleged marriages which did not 
really exist, and tended to encourage marriages bewee.; persons physically and men- 
tally immature. 


—The following is an insurance version of Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
successful opera, ‘‘ Patience”: 
I’m a mutual aid young man, 
A grave-yard recruiter young man, 
A death rattle feller, 
A policy seller, 
A death-bed insurance young man. 


—In Russia none but insurance companies indigenous to that 
country can do business. But the Russian fire insurance companies reinsure four- 
fifths of their risks with foreign companies. The business in Russia during 1881 
has been very disastrous, a number of foreign companies announcing their inten- 
tion of taking risks no longer in that field. The Magdeburg Fire is the latest of 
these, having recently notified the Russian fire insurance companies that in conse- 
quence of the great losses it has sustained of late, it can no longer renew the poli- 
cies hitherto granted in connection with those companies. 


—The statement has been made by a number of contemporaries, 
with more or less qualification, that under Mr. McAllister’s regime the Franklin 
Fire, of Philadelphia, will retire from the agency field. The ‘information comes 
authoritatively that an increased business in the agency field is both desired and 
expected under the new administration. While some changes have been made in 
the company’s field staff, everything has been done in the advancement of agents’ 
as well as stockholders’ interests. The company has agencies a half century old 
whose existence is as perpetual as anything can be in transitory life. 


—The new Philadelphia Fire Escape Bill, now under consideration, 
authorizes the Fire Marshal and the Board of Fire Commissioners to examine all 
buildings and specify the kind of escapes needed. Every owner of property who 
erects a suitable escape will receive a certtficate exempting him from liability for 
damages in case of fire. If the erection of an escape is delayed for over ninety 
days the City Solicitor is empowered to bring suit for a penal.y of $300. It shall 
also be the duty of the Building Inspectors to keep the Fire Commissioners in- 
formed of the character of all buildings in course of construciion. All escapes 
must be kept unobstructed and in good order. 


-—One Ed. G. Burnham insured his life for $4000 in two Rochester 
assessment associations, and with the assistance of Orrin C. Thomas, one Colton, 
a physician, and an undertaker named Parker, had another body buried at 
Buffalo, in his name, he escaping to Canada. Some persons claim that the buried 
body was that of a man murdered for the purpose, others that it was a rejected 
medical college cadaver. At the examination of Orrin C. Thomas, on December 
1, Dr. Davidson, a chemist appointed to make an analysis of the alleged stomach 
of the deceased, testified to finding two grains and a half of arsenic therein, and in 
his opinion it had been’administered before death. 


—In France tenants are held responsible for the damages resulting 
from a fire occurring on the premises. A law now obtains in that country to the 
eftect that if there are several tenants, all shall be held responsible for the damages 
resulting from a fire in proportion to the letting value of the part of the building 
they severally occupy, unless it be proved that the fire commenced in the apartment 
of one of them, in which case such tenant alone will be responsible; or, unless 
some of the tenants prove that the fire did not commence in their apartment, in 
which case they will be exempt, and the remainder will be held responsible in the 
proportion above indicated. This is a law peculiar to France alone, 


—Since November 22, the National Board has voted rewards to be 
paid for the detection and conviction of the incendiaries causing the following fires 
$100 for the firing of the steam salt block of Silby & Bearinger, at Crow Island, 
Saginaw County, Mich., on August 2, 1881; $150 for the firing of Minerva A. 
Thomas's dwelling house, at Granville, O.,on November 2, 1881; $500 for the 
firing of the property of August Graf, No. 64 Walnut street, Cincinnati, on 
November 14; $250 for the firing of the stock of M. Winner, at Palestine, Tex., 
October 23; $500 for the firing of Alexander Duncan's stable and coachhouse, 
Castleton Heights, S, I., November 19; $100 for the firing of J. W. Johnson's 





property, at Stewart, O., on August 16; $250 for the firing of Charles B. Moore's 
property at Marengre, Mich., September 28; $750 for the burning of the Law- 
rence, Blanchard, Aldine, Fish House, St. Cloud, and Belmont Hotels at Old 
Orchard Beach, Me.,on November 11, and $250 for the firing of the Queens 
County Savings Bank, at Flushing L. I., on November 25 last. 


—Apropos of the effort making, notably at Charleston, S. C., to 
abolish parlor matches from use, a story of a parrot’s escapade in Metuchen, 
N. J., recently, is worthy of print. It seems that poll parrot, who had the free- 
dom of the house, getting access to a box of parlor matches, flew with one in its 
clutches to the table, no person being present at the time in the room. Trying 
its beak on the apparently harmless little piece of wood, suddenly there was a 
snap followed by a blaze, polly dropping the match and flying off excitedly. The 
burning match communicated with the table cloth, which was soon ina blaze. A 
lady in an adjoining apartment hearing the commotion caused by the bird and 
divining something wrong, arrived on the scene in time happily to extinguish the 
flames now rapidly consuming the cloth. 


—The wood-working establishments of Cincinnati, after costing the 
stock fire insurance companies during the past year three hundred dollars for every 
one hundred dollars taken in in premiums, have decided to make a thorough in- 
vestigation into the fire hazard of their business, correct existing evils, and organize 
a trade mutual insurance organization. Ata meeting of furniture manufacturers, 
held November 25, it was recommended that all members of the trade become at 
once members of the Monitor Fire Insurance Association, of Canton, O., and 
$350,000 insurance was applied for by various wood-workers. It is believed that 
the danger of fire can be reduced 80 per cent. The wood-workers cavil at the 
present high rates of the trustworthy stock companies, but nevertheless admit the 
futility of organizing a mutual organiza'ion without a palpable reduction in the fire 
hazard. 

—In the proceedings to reduce the contracts of the insolvent Great 
Britain Life Insurance Society, so as to enable the resuscitation of the company, 
the Vice Chancellor, in the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice, Lon- 
don, has decided that the date of the presentation of the petition to wind up was 
the date trom which the resuscitation scheme was to take effect, and that the 
holders of policies 1n cases where the lives insured ended prior to the date of the 
presentation of the petition were outside altogether and not liable to have their 
claims reduced. ‘The result will be that such policyholders will be entitled to 
come in and prove in the liquidation for the full amount of theirclaims. His lord- 
ship held that any right of priority of payment as between participating and non- 
participating policyholders must remain for determination by the court hereafter. 


—aA story used to be told of a Mississippi river steamboat gambler 
(says The Cincinnati Price Current) that he succeeded in getting three < ces hid in 
his lap, in a game of poker, and upon drawing the fourth, he bet largely. When 
the stakes were high and he was called to show his hand, he reached down in his 
lap for the secreted aces, but they were gone. The fellow who sat next to him had 
stolen them, and was betting on them, The secreting gambler became very indig- 
nant and declar d that there was cheating going on. Some of the sharp fellows 
that meet in insurance conventions have been hiding the aces in their laps by 
stringent rules to secure a more honorable and honest manner of conducting the 
business, and then violating them. They were detected and beaten at their own 
game, and now they are terribly indignant. Asa rule, in all the relations of life, 
the over zealous for reforms are the first to break faith and violate the rules for the 
establishment of which they were particularly clamorous. 


—At a special meeting of the Charleston, S. C. Exchange, held 
November 19, resolutions were adopted prohibitory to the use of parlor matches in 
the city as aconstant source of danger in consequence of the ease with which 
they are ignited by being trod upon, or by coming in contact with any hard or 
rough substance. Nineteen-twentieths of the inhabitants of Charleston being di- 
rectly or indirectly interested in the cotton trade of the port, the Exchange looks 
upon the absolute abolishment of parlor matches within the limits of the city as 
highly essential to the future prosperity of Charleston. A committee was appointed 
to request the city council to prohibit, under heavy penalties, the importation and 
sale of all matches except what are known as,the Lucifer or old sulphur match, and 
the safety match, which will only ignite upon its own prepared box. Active co- 
operation from all branches of trade was earnestly solicited. Ata special meeting 
of the Charleston Chamber of Commerce, held last week, the subject of cotton 
fires was taken up and the abolishment of parlor matches, as recommended by the 
Exchange, fully discussed. The President of the Chamber gave it as his delib- 
erate conviction that every cotton fire that had occurred in Charleston since the 
war, whether at presses, on the wharves, or on shipboard had been caused by the 
explosion of matches or from the smoking of pipes and cigars in those places, 
Over a million of dollars in property had been destroyed in the city within a few 
years by cotton fires, and when it was considered that the whole eastern front of 
the city was now crowded with this most combustible material, and with naval stores 
equally inflammable, Charlestonians could not but realize the peril they were in 
from such disastrous conflagrations. The result of the meeting was the appoint- 
ment of a committee (a member of which is Hutson Lee, President of the Under- 
writers Association of the South), to act in concert with the Committee of the Ex- 
change, with power to suggest action tending to the prohibition of parlor matches. 
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Canadian Companies Doing Business in New York. 


| 
$500,000 | | $143.05 | June,’81| 10 
400,000 | 175.27 |*July, 8x 15 





British America, Toronto 50 
Western, Toronto 40 














* Second dividend declared this year. : 

t Third dividend declared this year. ¢ Fourth dividend declared this year. 

a Exclusive of scrip dividend to participating policyholders. 

6 Has re-insured its een risks and retired from business. 

¢ No dividend nad been paid by the New York and Boston since its organization in 1876 
d Devoted to insuring plate glass against breakage exclusively. 

e ¢ With an additional dividend of se per cent on the reserve fund. 

an _ before last ong amare 





© $5.000,000. 
4 sin — capital i ieovenee the bed, wahoo! is reported at $167.68 
N, B.—The above table contains a complete list to date of ‘the joint stock fire and fire 
marine insurance companies of America authorized to do business in New York State, 








